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I’ll have another
 

Walking into this establishment everything seems put together and a usual bustling restaurant. 
It is the type of place where all the servers wear the same uniform. It is apparent they all follow 
strict and courteous guidelines. 
 
Tucano’s is not your average restaurant though, it is a Brazilian restaurant. Which means 
servers walk around with different skewers of meat and a very large salad bar that will put most 
restaurants to shame. 
 
Tucano’s is not only known for their meat, they are also famous for their specialty drinks. Some 
of which include Brazilian lemonade, a festive cocktail brought out in a full pineapple, and 
several other tasty options. 
 
Most people do not know that they offer a full service bar. The reason is very clear. Like most 
restaurants in the area, their bar is located in the back, away from the guests. 
  
It seems as though it would would be quite difficult to serve alcohol when nobody knows it is 
available. 
 
Natalia Gonzales, 29, is a manager there. After being asked how she feels about Utah liquor 
laws she said,
 
“They are very restricting. It affects sales mostly with our out of state or foreign guests. Since 
they are not used to such restrictions.”
 
When inquired if Gonzales thought people buy more alcoholic beverages because the alcohol in 
them is so much lower she responded with,
 
“It is quite the opposite, they buy less since they are getting less for their money.”
 
This reaction seemed to echo a patron of the establishment, Samantha Heard, 29. After seeing 
one of the special pineapple drinks, she offered,
 
“I really like the presentation but it is a waste of money. I don’t buy mixed drinks in restaurants it 
is a waste of my time.”
 
Heard, an avid drinker, is not from Utah. She is from Michigan and has experience with drinking 
outside of the state. 
 
Heard feels that,
 
“It is not fair that they limit the liquor and that they only allow one drink and they limit the alcohol 
content in beer. The rest of the country goes with laws that are completely different. Also it is 
dumb that you have to order food.”
 



Utah Liquor laws are very complex and have many regulations and permits that have to be 
acquired to serve. Some of the more prevalent laws include a restriction of one and a half 
ounces per shot or mixed drink of liquor. 
 
Every establishment in Utah is required to have a regulator. This disperses the exact amount 
of liquor, and also keeps a tally so it is recorded how much has been used. This keeps the 
bartenders from pouring too much. 
 
Another important law is that guests are only allowed to have 3 drinks in one hour and one 
every hour after their last drink. And the list of laws go on and on. 
 
For the drinking community in Utah these laws present quite a problem. It is hard to go 
anywhere near a drinking establishment without hearing complaints about the laws. 
 
If this is such a prevalent complaint, it is curious that they do not take the action to vote 
otherwise. 
 
Berny Sotelo, 26, is a bartender at Tucano’s. His bar is located in the back of the restaurant in 
a cramped corner near part of the kitchen. The space hardly allows for the 3 bartenders they 
have working on busy nights. The counters are sticky with lemonade desserts, and who knows 
what else. The constant yelling and commands being shouted through a small window from the 
servers makes his job seem even less appealing. 

The complete bar at Tucano’s, in the back of the restaurant
 
In the back, you can tell they are not meant to be seen by patrons. The stiff uniform regulations 
do not spread past the serving window which the bartenders are engaged. 
 
He was asked if he would ever vote for different liquor laws. He said,
 
“It is hard to say if I would. In a perfect world more alcohol means more money for me. But I 
think the church would not allow it. And by picking at it i’m afraid that the church will regulate the 
liquor laws even more. I guess this is one of those things where if it isn’t too broken don’t fix it.”
 
Heard had different feelings about changing the law. She said,
 



“The state is run by Mormons and they don’t believe in drinking. They shouldn’t regulate 
something they’re not a part of.”
 
Many of the laws seems to go unnoticed by patrons. But the alcohol content regulations seem 
to be an issue for all drinkers in the area. But these laws do not seem to be changing anytime 
soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


