
Garden of crafts 
 

Some Salt Lake City locals are asking, what is with all the crafts? 

 

This year's Farmer’s Market kicked off its 20 year on Saturday, June 9. The market takes 

place in historic Pioneer Park downtown.  

 

The Farmers Market is a great Saturday activity that all usually enjoy. It is a great way to get 

outside of your box, also known as your grocery store. 

 

Being a market for local farmers, it is interesting that more than half of the park is dedicated 

to crafters, jewelry makers and artists alike.  

 

Julie Dawson, 30, is clearly a local to the area. Sporting her outdoor sandals, she pointed 

out her almost mustard colored, yellow trike with a basket that she rode to the market. She 

is definitely among friends here.  

 

Dawson, an avid attender of the market, said her favorite part about coming to the market 

is,  

 

“All of the fresh fruit, I really enjoy the berries, cherries and pies.”  

She feels very strongly on a few points about the market, “The best time to go is in the 

morning, right when it starts. I hate having to try to navigate through the crowds. Makes me 

want to leave.” 

 

Dawson was most adamant when she was inquired about the crafts located on the opposite 

side of where she was shopping.  

 

“Crafts are taking over and it makes me sad. It is the Farmers Market. They are not farmers. 

You don’t farm crafts.” 

 

The Farmer’s Market was first created by the Downtown Alliance in 1992. The market 

focuses on providing local growers with the opportunity to bring fresh produce and other 

like-items to the public. Their slogan being “make it, bake it, grow it.” 

 

So the real question here is should the vendors have to sacrifice the wanted commodity of a 

10 foot by 10 foot booth? There are several other options available for crafters to sell their 

work. As well as and entire festival dedicated just for them, the Arts Festival.  

 

Some people are on the other side of the fence on the topic. Elizabeth Bowman, 26, of 

Denver Colo. said, 



 

“I love the crafts. I feel that the market has a good balance. I am able to get a few fresh 

produce when i’m in town but also maybe a neat succulent or even get new ideas for craft 

ideas at home.” 

 

Bowman is not a Salt Lake native but she frequents the area visiting extended family. She 

finds coming to the market to be a priority of her to do list while she is in town during the 

summer.  

 

She looks idyllic standing in the middle of the market clutching her cloth bags of assorted 

fruits and vegetables. Her young son with strawberry blond hair sips on her mint lemonade, 

coveting a new wooden whistle he had just got that morning.  

 

This is definitely a place that welcomes all. With that feeling of openness, perhaps the 

farmers will not mind sharing the space of the market. They all are working hard to cut out 

the middleman and supply patrons with an honest product that they can be proud of. 


